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peared fully relaxed, unrepentant and convinced that
they would not have been so harshly treated in the cur-
rent cuitural climate. Thelr self-assurance may have
stem'med in part from the popular support they haw;
recelveq within the country and from abroad. Unlik(:
thg victims of past purges, some of whom are still il;
jaxl,. they have not been detained or suffered physical
punishment. The interviews were conducted in Chihcs‘o
and translated by Andrew And reasen, the deputy dix'(:c:
u‘)r of the Center for U.S.-China Arts Exchanpe, who xx Qn
anolt).gist and an expert on Chinese lilcmlur(-?‘. ’

Lm. Binyan is the best known and most respecicd
journalist in China. As a social critic and illVG,‘ﬁl,i}’:lli\:’"
repnlrter he has been unsparing in exposing, umci.x\: cor-
ruption and malfeasance in the provinces, He is. B
strongly built, dynamic man who dves not show visi‘hl';r
(he; effects of 20 years in aud out of labor camps after
being denounced in the anti-rightist campaign. e was
e'xpellcd from the party last January for the seconil
time a!ter Leing accused of reporting too much on the
dark side and making speeches that spurred the sLu;
dent demonstrations for a {reer society last December

A_ltired casually in Western dress for his first meet---
ing \‘{v'_nh Americans since his ouster from the party, Mr
Liu settled into an easy chair, lit a cigarette and re;n)lied-
to questions at length. “When I was expelled from the
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posers. They speak obsessively of their experimental
works, diverse explorations to arrive at a synthesis of
Western techniques with expression that is-indige-
nously Chinese. “1 must {ind my own voice and it is pos-
sible now,” said Li Bingyang, a young composer and
writer. ’

t. . The groping for synthesis is most obvious in music.
At the Shanghai Conservaiory we listened to the haunt-_
'ijng melody of “Emply Valley,” played on madernized

Chinese instruments, Which”the 24-year-old feinale
composer, Xu Y}, described as an interpretation of Tao-
ist philosophy. (The i1

truments includéd a “reformed

'vertical flute.”) The Shanghai Symphony Orchestraled

a program with the classical symphonic overture
“Dividing Cells,” whose distinctive theme was drawn
by the composer, Yang Liging, from the music of mi-
nority people of his native Guizhou province. The

Iy

Shanghai orchestra is required to devote a quuta of 8
programs to Chinese-composed music. While conceris
of modern clussical muslc are well attended, young peo-
ple flock in far greater numbers to performances of
Chinese pop music styled in Western tempos. Mo'erji-
hu, the director of the film studio in Inner IMoengolin,
complaining of the lack of attention to the serious in
music and filins, said, “We hear disco music every day

even oil the remote grasslaidg/r’j .
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ORE so than with music, Westernco
find it difficult to assess Chinese litera-
ture, largely because of the problems of
translation. Chinese ideographs do not
: relate closely to the spoken forms of the
language. In October, a Chinese delegation visited
Stockholm to explore at the Royal Swedish Academy
why its Nobel Prize in Literature has never been won
by a Chinese. We discussed the issue so distressing Lo
the Chinese literati in Chengdu with Sun Jingxuan, 2
distinguished poet who was a member of the delegation
to Stockholm. Deploring the lack of understanding of
Chinese literature in the West, Mr. Sun said the delega-
tion told the academy that Ai Qing, a 77-year-old post
who began writing in the 1920's, and Ba Jln, the ppsifa-
mous living Chinese novelist, the author of “Family,”
who did his main work in the 30's and 40’s, had been suit-
able candidates for the prize. Ai Qing and Shen Cong-
wen, u novelist who is in his 80’s, were unsuccess{ul ¢
didaies for the prize in 1987. To assure a better appreci-
ation of Chinese literature, the Swedes have inducted
Goran Malmqvist, a Sinologist at the University of

Stockholm, Inte the academy.

At the Ministry of Culture In Beljing we inter-
viewed in turn three of the most prominent intellectuals
disciplined in the Anti-Bourgeuis Liberalization Cam-
paign that began at the gtart of the year. They ap-
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